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Turning Red Line Green: Virtual Conference Brings Attention To
Underserved Areas

The Ramsay McCormack Tower rises above Birmingham's Ensley neighborhood.
Gina Yu, The Junction

An organizer of a virtual gathering of bankers, regulators, developers and entrepreneurs acknowledged that redlining has been a deterrent to
development in some communities.

But Irvin M. Henderson said Thursday’s event, sponsored by Birmingham community development corporation Urban Impact, was aimed at erasing that
practice and creating a more fertile environment to improve communities that had been redlined.

“We know that there are neighborhoods, and Ensley and the downtown historic district are two of them, where there has been redlining,” Henderson
said. “What this meeting is about is to work with the regulators and the bankers.”
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Henderson is the managing partner of Ensley District Developers, which is redeveloping the Ramsay-McCormick Building in Ensley, and Historic District
Developers, which is redeveloping the Masonic Temple in downtown Birmingham. The Henderson, N.C., resident has two partners out of New York and
one out of Atlanta.

Redlining is a discriminatory practice by which banks, insurance companies and others refuse or limit loans, mortgages and insurance within specific
geographic areas, especially inner-city neighborhoods.

The 2½-hour virtual event drew 100 people to their digital screens. During the proceedings, regulators said they want to place emphasis on
underserved areas.

“There is no question that we absolutely want to make sure that previously redlined areas are opened up,” Henderson said. “We certainly have
opportunities here that we want to see happen for everyone. We want to make sure that the redlining, previously, is erased. That means that we want to
work with the institutions to see the value in these neighborhoods.

“We want to work with the neighborhoods to get the technical assistance to make the difference in these neighborhoods,” Henderson continued. “We
want to work with the small business owners to package themselves with the information necessary to get the right audience.”

Ensley businessman Brian K. Rice raised the question of redlining. He said buildings he owns in downtown Ensley were appraised at having no value as
they were compared to properties 14 miles away.

Henderson cited panelists Scarlett Duplechain of the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency and David Jackson, a senior adviser with the Federal
Reserve Bank of Atlanta, as “interior advocates.”

“They are in the banks trying to make sure that everyone does get a fair shake,” he said. “The banking community has a history of having a problem with
redlining. They also have a history of working with their regulators and working with community leaders to solve those problems.

“What we want to do is concentrate on the solutions,” Henderson said. “We know that there’s negativity, we know that there have been problems. But
going forward, (we need) collaboration and progress to work together to solve those problems and green-line redevelopment areas. That is absolutely
what this is about.”

Regulators and bankers talked about various vehicles that are in place through which developers can get the funds they need to transform their
communities.

Duplechain said regulators stand ready to assist with conversations around the Community Reinvestment Act, as well as introducing the financial
institutions to those opportunities that might exist.

“We know that our bankers are always ready to engage in improving those communities that they serve,” she said. “A lot of times it’s how they get there
that could be different, and sometimes just not knowing or being aware of what those opportunities are. But we started the platform, and I think the
conversation has really been good. We look forward to continue working with you guys.”

Rice said Thursday’s event was beneficial.

“The value of the virtual banking meeting that happened today was the regulators,” he said. “They gave local people in communities like Ensley, primarily
African Americans who were on a call, understanding of the federal regulatory agencies that oversee banks, and how to utilize them and how to contact
them.

“I think that was critical,” Rice said. “They also shared with what commercial development tools are traditionally available.”
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Experts say the 25% increase will make huge strides in combating hunger, especially in The South. Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi will

get an additional $950 million from SNAP estimated for this next fiscal year.

Birmingham Mayoral Debate 2021 (https://wbhm.org/2021/watch-live-birmingham-mayoral-debate-2021/)
On August 17, 2021, al.com partnered with WBHM, The Birmingham Times, CBS 42, Summit Media and the Birmingham Association of Black

Journalists to host a virtual Birmingham mayoral debate to provide voters the information they may need to decide which candidate deserves

their vote.
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Candidates For Birmingham Board Of Education (https://wbhm.org/2021/candidates-for-birmingham-board-
of-education/)
There are 22 people running for the Birmingham Board of Education. Elections are Tuesday, Aug. 24.

WBHM 90.3 FM wins national Edward R. Murrow Award for Overall Excellence (https://wbhm.org/2021/wbhm-
90-3-fm-wins-national-edward-r-murrow-award-for-overall-excellence/)
Public Radio WBHM 90.3 FM has won a national Edward R. Murrow award for Overall Excellence for Small Market Radio. The Radio Television

Digital News Association’s Edward R. Murrow Awards are among the most prestigious in broadcast and digital news.
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More BirminghamWatch Coverage (https://wbhm.org/category/series/birminghamwatch/)

Who’s Running For Birmingham City Council? (https://wbhm.org/2021/whos-running-for-birmingham-city-
council/)
Do you know who is running for Birmingham City Council? Check out this complete list.

(https://wbhm.org/2021/whos-running-for-birmingham-city-council/)

2021 Birmingham Mayoral Candidate Profiles (https://wbhm.org/2021/2021-birmingham-mayoral-candidate-
profiles/)
The ballots are set for the Birmingham mayoral election on Aug. 24. But do you really know who the candidates are? Check out these profiles.

(https://wbhm.org/2021/2021-birmingham-mayoral-candidate-profiles/)
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